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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The dependent claim recites equally spaced teeth distribution 
and the dependent claim recites non-symmetric tooth distribution that contradicts the 
recited independent claim. The independent claim has no recitation that refer to such 
embodiment as disclosed in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-2,5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kolias et al. (5.245,968). 

Regarding claim 1: Kolias discloses a VCT system having a phaser for adjusting " 
an angular relationship between a crank angle of the crank shah and a cam angle of a 



Application/Control Number: 10/633,916 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3748 

cam shaft (see abstract), the system further has a controller adapted to determine the 
angular relationship based on equally spaced teeth distributed upon the circumference 
of at least one tooth wheel coupled to either the crank shaft or the cam shaft (see figure 
1), a method comprising the steps of: a) providing a tooth wheel having a physically 
non-symmetrical tooth distribution on the circumference of the wheel (see numerals 
74,76,82,78,80); and b) adjusting the physically non-symmetrical tooth distribution into a 
symmetrical tooth distribution for further processing by the controller (see numeral 
74,76,78,80; see column 4, lines 25 to 55). 

Regarding claim 2: Kolias discloses the claimed invention as recited above; and . 
further discloses the system further has a controller adapted to determine the angular 
relationship based on equally spaced teeth distributed upon the circumference of the 
crank shaft (including the imaginary teeth (missing teeth) "detected" by the controller) 
(see figure 1 , column 3, lines 55 to 61 ) and the cam shaft respectively (see figure 1 
numeral 62 and 72), a method comprising the steps of: providing a crank tooth wheel 
having known tooth distribution (see numeral 50); providing a cam tooth wheel having 
known tooth distribution (see numerals 62,72); and adjusting the controller for adjusting 
values known to the controller as needed (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 5: Kolias discloses the crank tooth wheel having known tooth 
distribution comprises symmetric tooth distribution (including the imaginary teeth 
(missing teeth) "detected" by the controller) (see column 3, lines 55 to 61). 



t 
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Regarding claim 6: Kolias discloses the crank tooth wheel having known tooth 
distribution comprises non-symmetric tooth distribution (see figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 7: Kolias discloses the cam tooth wheel having known tooth 
distribution comprises symmetric tooth distribution (see numeral 62; numeral 
74,76,78,80). 

Regarding claim 8: Kolias discloses the cam tooth wheel having known tooth 
distribution comprises non-symmetric tooth distribution (see numeral 
72,74,76,82,78,80). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3,4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kolias in view of Takahashi (6,880,504). 

Regarding claim 3: Kolias discloses the claimed invention as recited above; 
however, fails to disclose running a cam pulse interrupt subroutine for determining a first 
set of adjusted values. 
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However, Takahashi teaches running a cam pulse interrupt subroutine for 
determining a first set of adjusted values (see column 10, lines 1 to 5). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Kolias by providing a cam pulse interrupt subroutine as 
taught by Takahashi in order to implement the valve timing control strategy as taught by 
Takahashi. 

Regarding claim 4: Kolias discloses the claimed invention as recited above; 
however, fails to disclose running a crank pulse interrupt subroutine for determining a 

■ 

second set of adjusted values. 

However, Takahashi teaches running a crank pulse interrupt subroutine for 
determining a second set of adjusted values (see column 9, lines 54 to 59). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Kolias by providing a crank pulse interrupt subroutine as 
taught by Takahashi in order to implement the valve timing control strategy as taught by 
Takahashi, 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zelalem Eshete whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4860. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Denion can be reached on (571) 272-4859. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Zelalem Eshete 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3748 




